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aboUT THe osA
the ottawa school of art has celeBrated 130 
years 

the ottawa School of Art (oSA) follows an honourable tradition 
of alternative art schools by providing the community with the op-
portunity for visual expression and creative development.

in addition to exposure to the vibrant arts community within the 
school, students can take advantage of the School’s excellent 
location in the heart of ottawa. Situated in the lively bustle of the 
byWard market, the School is just steps away from the national 
gallery of canada, the canadian museum of contemporary 
photography, the canadian museum of civilization, and a wide 
selection of private art galleries.

Students come from all areas of the region representing a diverse 
range of backgrounds, training and experience. Fine Arts di-
ploma and portfolio certificate students receive the benefits of 
an intensive preprofessional training program that allows them to 
complete most or all of their studies close to home. in addition, the 
ottawa School of Art receives students from across canada and 
from around the world creating an interesting and diverse learning 
environment. 

oUR pAtron
his excellency the right honourable david Johnston, c.c., 
c.m.m., c.o.m., c.d., governor general and commander-in-chief 
of canada, is a patron of the ottawa School of Art. the governor 
general is happy to lend his general endorsement to the ottawa 
School of Art, continuing a tradition of vice-regal patronage of 
ottawa’s venerable 130-years old institute. the first patron of the 
School was the marquis of lorne and the princess louise (1879-
1883), followed by the marquis of lansdowne (1884-1887), 
lord Stanley (1888-1893), and earl of Aberdeen (1893-1898). 
her excellency, the right honourable michaëlle Jean was the 
last governor general to act as patron of the School.

dAvid Johnston
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oSa edUcaTional
philosophy
the oSA Fine Arts diploma and portfolio certificate programs place an 
emphasis on attaining knowledge and skills that are fundamental to the 
practice of the visual arts. each program is structured to provide access 
to study in a variety of studio areas, while allowing second year diploma 
students the opportunity to pursue a particular studio concentration.

third-year diploma students, have two terms of apprenticeship studies and 
access to a variety of exhibition experiences. in addition, third year students 
have access to a number of scholarship awards including a chance to rep-
resent oSA in the bmo 1st Art national competition. Access to significant 
areas of contemporary art practice provide oSA diploma students with an 
understanding of the cultural and artistic context in which they will pursue 
their art practices.

the lee matasi gallery presents the artwork of third year Fine Arts di-
ploma students. visitors to this gallery benefit from privi-
leged access to the students’ fresh ideas, their ex-
pression and presentation. this unique exhibition 
opportunity affords oSA students a large and 
informed audience to view their works in 
the school’s professional setting. All 
works and projects presented in the 
lee matasi gallery have developed 
from the student’s studies at the 
school.

integral to the rich cultural environ-
ment of the School are the two gal-
leries located on the ground floor 
of the building. through its regular 
programming schedule the ottawa 
School of Art main gallery provides 
direct, on-site access to the highest 
quality professional exhibitions by local, 
national and international artists.
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I had another great year at OSA. Thank you for all you 
are doing ...  

Kathleen McCrea
Fine Arts Diploma 2012
2nd year student

oSa cRediT progrAms
fine arts diploma program (90 credits)
the diploma program is an intensive three-year course of study in the visual arts with an 
emphasis on practical studio experience. the developmental structure of the program 
provides students with access to the study of various studio areas including; drawing, 
painting, sculpture, photography, printmaking and ceramics, while including sufficient 
opportunity to pursue a particular studio concentration. Studio courses reinforce the 
mind’s relationship to the eye and hand.

the first year of the program provides an intensive course of study allowing for a high 
degree of interaction with working professional artists in a studio setting. the curriculum 
is designed to provide the student with a solid base of information on the techniques 
and materials used by professional artists. the first year serves as the foundation for 
building knowledge and experiences in the subsequent years of the program. 

the second year of the Fine Arts diploma program is composed of courses that develop 
the student’s ability beyond the introductory level. in addition to intermediate level stu-
dios, the student becomes familiar with the history of art through survey, canadian and 
contemporary art history courses.
 
in the third year of the program students further their studio interest in advanced studio 
courses and through apprenticeships with artists working in a medium that will influ-
ence their development. the study of contemporary art theories and practices, in cours-
es such as Art and criticism, media Studies and the business of Art, gives students 
access to a solid understanding of what it is to be an artist working in a contemporary 
way. this final year provides a significant knowledge of the cultural context in which they 
will pursue their careers.

I’ve had a really great year - I learned a lot, and it was very 
good for me to experience so many new and different 
approaches to art.

Nayla Smith
2011-12 Fine Arts Diploma 
going into second year

Success! The city is purchasing 
my print! Thank you so much for 
your advice about my applica-
tion. I am thrilled. None of this 
would have happened had I not 
taken the program at OSA. I am 
very grateful.

Katie Argyle
2009 Fine Arts Diploma gradu-
ate
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OSA stands out to me as an art school because not only do 
they teach you hands on skills but they are really give you 
opportunities to show and even sell your work. 

Thanks to OSA I now have the skills, confidence and portfo-
lio I needed to move forward in the industry.”
 
Craig Clost
Portfolio Certificate 2012
Accepted to OCAD

portfolio certificate program (30 credits)
the one-year portfolio certificate program is a unique opportunity provided for students 
who need to develop and expand their present body of work in preparation for applica-
tion to university, college or art school. this intensive course of study allows for a high 
degree of interaction with working professional artists in a studio setting. upon comple-
tion of their year, students may apply to continue their studies in the ottawa School of 
Art Fine Arts diploma program, or apply to other institutions. A high percentage of these 
hard working certificate students obtain a place in their first choice of schools.

Students who have successfully completed their portfolio certificate year have, in 
many cases, qualified for the equivalent of full or partial first year at the ontario col-
lege of Art and design, the university of lethbridge, mount Allison university, and 
the university of Wisconsin-Stout.

the ottawa School of Art offers full time art training to international students.

part-time art training in the credit programs can be considered when a minimum of 
three courses is taken per session.

The Portfolio Certificate pro-
gram at the OSA allowed me 
to build a well-rounded portfolio 
in that it included a variety of 
pieces, using different media, 
showing skill, creativity and 
observation. With this portfolio 
I was accepted to both of the 
university fine arts programs 
that I applied to. However, after 
some deliberation, I have come 
to realize that the hands-on and 
practical approach of lessons at 
the OSA, as well as the small 
class sizes and warm environ-
ment, are better suited to my 
needs and pursuits and I have 
decided to continue my studies 
in the Diploma program. 
 
Carina Profir
Portfolio  Certificate 2012
Accepted to OCAD + staying at 
OSA for the Diploma Program

The portfolio certificate course and, indeed, the OSA greatly ex-
ceeded my expectations. The teachers are outstanding and expert 
in their field. They treated each student as an individual and got 
the best from each one. The studios were well equipped and very 
accessible outside of class time. I learned a great deal and en-
joyed the course immensely and will certainly recommend both 
the course and the OSA to anyone who may be interested in the 
field of art.  
 
Grainne Gannon
Portfolio Certificate 2012
Admission to Teachers College at Ottawa University 
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admiSSionS
fine arts diploma and portfolio certificate admission re-
quirements
the ottawa School of Art requires a grade twelve ontario Secondary School diploma 
or its equivalent. All transcripts from institutions previously attended and a signed 
resume (providing further information on experience in art or design) must accompany 
each application for all credit programs.

registration
registration starts at the end of may of each year and continues until the 
last friday in august. All registrations after that date maybe subject to a surcharge 
of $25 (plus hSt = $28.25) per course in late fees. early registration guarantees a 
better choice of courses.

the diploma program coordinator - diploma@artottawa.ca - is available dur-
ing specific days for consultation. please confirm all dates and times with the oSA 
registration desk and make an appointment for an interview. to speed your application, 
bring the completed application form and all the materials listed on the form to the 
interview. to download an application form from the school’s web site, look under Fine 
Arts diploma program, click on Admissions for making a Formal Application. 

interview/portfolio review
All prospective students applying to the Fine Arts diploma program must schedule 
an interview and portfolio review with the diploma program coordinator by calling the 
main number of the school: 613.241.7471. 

While prospective portfolio certificate program students are exempt from presenting a 
portfolio, an interview with the diploma program coordinator is required for entry into 
the program. 

application procedure
to make a formal application for admission to the Fine Arts diploma program, pro-
spective students must include the following with their completed application form:

•payment of the $50 (plus hSt = $56.50) application fee.

•A portfolio of 10 pieces of your artwork for review. this should include 
drawings from observation, works in colour and a variety of your best studio 
work ( in 8.5” x 11” format (approximately 20 cm x 25 cm) for long distance 
submissions). local applicants should bring their works with them. please do 
not include framed pieces in your portfolio. photographs of framed pieces are 
better. bring a current sketchbook, if you keep one.
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•officially stamped transcripts of your education sent directly from the institu-
tion (plus translation of transcripts into english, if needed). 

•A signed essay (one page in length) explaining why you wish to attend the 
ottawa School of Art.

•two passport-sized photographs.

•A copy will be made of an official photo id (e.g. driver’s license, passport, 
etc.).

•your resume with your e-mail address in cases of advanced  
standing.

•proof of competence in the english language (e.g. toeFl ranking for inter-
national Students).
 
•A copy of your passport officially stamped (international Students). 

note:  with the exception of the portfolio, none of these 
items will Be returned. 

The Fine Arts Diploma Program is registered with the Ontario Ministry of Training 

Colleges and Universities as a Private Career College. When a student has been 

accepted into the program, he/she will be required to sign a contract with the Ot-

tawa School of Art that follows the guidelines of the Ministry. The original contract 

will be kept in the student’s file at the school and a copy provided for the student.

for more information on private career colleges visit:  
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/private.html

in addition to the contract, a course selection form detailing the courses to be under-
taken, their duration and the payment required will be provided. on the back of this 
form are printed the expectations of the oSA with respect to the student’s perfor-
mance and attendance. students are required to make themselves aware of 
relevant school policies and to understand them fully.

the diploma coordinator is available to answer any questions pertaining to oSA poli-
cies: diploma@artottawa.ca
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feeS
prospective students 
At the time of a prospective student’s interview, a one-time Application Fee of $50 
(plus hSt = $56.50) is required. Application fees are not refundable.

credit course tuition
All courses in the Fine Arts diploma and the portfolio certificate programs are priced
to include taxes. the tuition for each course is $375.

third year students pay a small supplemental fee per apprenticeship of $25
as well as $100 for the graduation review mentorship in the winter term.

memBership requirements
All students are required to become members of the ottawa School of Art. the in-
dividual membership fee of $30 (plus hSt = $33.90) is valid for one year from the 
date of issue. membership fees are not refundable. 

registration policy  
registration for all credit courses takes place between June and September of each 
year. upon the successful completion of the entrance interview with the diploma 
program coordinator, students register for the fall and winter terms. the registration 
process and payment of tuition fees secures the student’s chosen courses.
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 credit course financial information
Students must pay a minimum of one half the course fees for the term plus member-
ship at the time of registration. the remainder of the fees is due and payable before 
courses commence. 

other financial arrangements might be made through the oSA Finance officer. Ap-
plication forms are available from the diploma coordinator as part of the entrance 
interview. Students are encouraged to apply at least two months prior to registration. 
the oSA payment plan has two generous payment options:

1.to pay for each term in full, you must provide two checks. the first cheque 
for one half the amount is due at registration along with a post-dated cheque 
for January 1st of the following year.

2.Six cheques, the first cheque is due at registration. At the same time, you 
must present five cheques post-dated october 1st, november 1st, January 
1st, February 1st and march 1st.
the ottawa School of Art accepts cash, cheques, viSA or mastercard credit 
cards and interAc bank debit cards. registration may be made in person 
or by telephone (viSA or mastercard only). note: there is a $25 adminis-
tration charge on all nSF cheques. Students who have not paid fees in full 
will not receive transcripts. 

the oSA Finance officer takes up to three working days to approve payment 
plan applications and any other financial arrangements.

 
note: there is a $25 (plus hst = $28.25) administration charge on all 
nsf cheques. 

the ottawa School of Art reserves the right to cancel any class due to insufficient 
enrolment or other unforeseen circumstances. 

Students who do not pay their tuition in full will not receive transcripts of their marks.

withdrawal, refund, transfer and cancellation policy 
if, for any reason, a student wishes to withdraw from a course for which he/she has 
registered, a request must be made to the diploma coordinator, keeping the following 
in mind:

•Where a student withdraws from a course prior to the start date, a full re-
fund of tuition (less the Administration Fee of $25 (plus hSt = $28.25) will 
be disbursed.
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•Students withdrawing prior to the start of the second class of a term of 
study will be refunded a pro-rated amount of one half of the course fee, less 
a $25 (plus hSt = $28.25) administrative charge

•no refunds or credits will be provided once the second class has been de-
livered, whether attended or not; if a student has suffered an illness a credit 
toward future courses may, however, be negotiated at the discretion of the 
school when provided with a doctor’s note, less a  $25 (plus hSt = $28.25) 
administrative charge, as well as a charge for each session from the starting 
date of the class to the student’s withdrawal date.

if, for any reason, a student wishes to transfer from a course for which he/she has 
registered to another course, and the request can be accommodated, a $25 (plus 
hSt = $28.25) fee will be charged for transfers made prior to the start of classes. A 
$25 (plus hSt = $28.25) fee will be charged for transfers made once the first class 
has taken place. transfers are not permitted beyond the completion of the first class.

Student withdrawal, refund, or transfer requests will not be processed by telephone. A 
student wanting to adjust their course schedule must make an appointment to speak 
with the diploma coordinator.

in some situations, the ottawa School of Art may employ a substitute teacher or 
schedule a course on an alternate date suitable to the student’s timetable. if, for any 
reason, either of the above cannot be realized and the course is cancelled, the course 
fee will be fully refunded, with no administration fee applied. if, over the duration of a 
course, a class is cancelled, a “make up” class will be scheduled.
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progrAm PolicieS
enrolment
Students are encouraged to enroll on a full-time basis in order to obtain the maximum 
benefits of the program. Full-time study is defined as five courses per term. part-time 
status will be considered under certain circumstances. part-time status is defined as 
three courses per term. 

duration of study
normally, full-time students should complete their studies in three years for the Fine 
Arts diploma program (90 credits) and one year for the portfolio certificate program 
(30 credits). part-time students may take up to a maximum of five (5) years.

evaluation
At the end of each term marks will be posted on the third floor bulletin board. it is 
possible for students to request a non-official printed copy of their marks by contact-
ing the registrar: program_officer@artottawa.ca. the printed copy will be kept for 
pick-up at the front desk.

the ottawa School of Art uses the following letter grades for evaluation purposes:

a+ 90 - 100% 
a 85 - 89% 
a- 80 - 84%
B+ 77 - 79% 
B 73 - 76% 
B- 70 - 72%
c+ 67 - 69% 
c 63 - 66% 
c- 60 - 62%
D+ 57 - 59% 
D 53 - 56% 
D- 50 - 52%
F 0 - 49%

 
satisfactory scholastic standards
A certain level of academic standing is expected from students in the diploma and 
portfolio certificate programs. Students will be expected to maintain a c+ or better on 
all courses selected.
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failing course marks
if a student fails a required course they must repeat and pass that course as soon as 
possible. Students are given three (3) opportunities to pass any one course, which is a 
requirement for their program. upon failing such a course for the third time, students 
will be transferred to the general interest program and will be allowed to apply for 
reinstatement after a period of one year.

note: students may lose their full or part-time status for 
the following reasons:

A. unprofessional conduct or occurrences that may demean the reputation of 
the oSA

b. inactivity: failure to register on an ongoing or consecutive basis for the 
required number of credits per term

c. non-payment of fees or outstanding accounts

d. Failing grades

e. Failure to maintain a c+ average

F. Failure to complete the program within the five-year time limit

incompletion
if a student requests an “incomplete” evaluation, the required course work must be 
completed and a revised evaluation submitted to the diploma program coordinator 
by may 31st of the same academic year. unresolved “incomplete” evaluations will be 
revised to a “Failure” after this date.

class requirements
Attendance will be taken in all classes. 80% attendance is required in each course. 
A mid-term warning may be given after two classes are missed in any course. being 
more than twenty (20) minutes late for any class constitutes an absence.

At the beginning of each term instructors will outline the class assignments. these 
include a minimum 3 hours per class, per week of contact time plus three hours of 
homework. it is the responsibility of each student to fulfil these requirements in order 
to receive a passing grade. these quantitative requirements do not replace the qualita-
tive goals of producing work that demonstrates progress and improvement in creative 
development and direction. 

in order to maintain their full-time standing in the program, students will have to meet 
all course requirements (attendance, assignments, etc.) and receive a passing grade in 
enough courses to earn a total of 12 credits per term. 
it is important to note that ‘incomplete’, ‘withdrawal’ and ‘no credit’ mark designations will not 
be counted when totalling the minimum 12 credits per term. credits will only be awarded 
in those courses in which the student receives a passing grade. in addition, students are 
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required to maintain a yearly c+ average or higher.
the use of headphones and personal devices in all classes and studios is at the sole discre-
tion of the instructor. Any instructor who has given permission to any student can revoke the 
privilege once given. 

unless the instructor has given permission, cell phones must be turned off during class 
time. exceptions are made due to urgent circumstances.

course withdrawals
Should the oSA cancel a course, students will receive a full refund. Students who wish 
to withdraw from a course beyond the cancellation deadline will have an ‘incomplete’ on 
their transcript. All course withdrawls are at the discretion of the diploma coordinator who 
completes the appropriate form. the form must be signed by both the coordinator and the 
student. 

full time status
Students wishing to be considered full time must take a minimum of 15 credits per term or 
five courses. in order to maintain their full time standing in the program, students will have to 
meet all course requirements (attendance, assignments, etc.) and receive a passing grade in 
all courses.

part-time status
Students wishing to be considered part-time must take a minimum of 9 credits per term 
or three courses. in order to maintain their part-time standing in the program, students will 
have to meet all course requirements (attendance, assignments, etc.) and receive a passing 
grade in all courses.

auditing credit courses
With special permission of the diploma program coordinator, general interest students and 
the general public may audit oSA credit courses. Auditors will be considered at the close of 
full time student registration. these requests will be processed provided there is adequate 
space left in the course and with the approval of the course instructor. course fees must be 
paid in full and no evaluation will be given. 

Students at other institutions, such as the university of ottawa and carleton university, 
may also be considered under the same conditions.
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inTeRnaTional stUDents
international students are individuals who are not canadian citizens or landed im-
migrants and who have entered canada holding a passport from a different country. 
international students are required to pay a surplus equal to 50% of course fees and 
are urged to contact the diploma program coordinator with regard to fee structure 
and other requirements: diploma@artottawa.ca 

Additional information for international students can be found on our web site at 
artottawa.ca. look under the heading Fine Arts diploma program, click on interna-
tional Students.

ScHolaRSHiPS 
Students can apply for the following scholarships that are specifically dedicated to 
supporting full-time studies at the ottawa School of Art:

• The wallacks fine arts Scholarship (value $1,000) for first year students 
entering their second year of studies
• The Ottawa art association fine arts Scholarship (value $1,000) for 
students in their second year of full-time studies
• The david and Nicole henderson Scholarship (value $1,000) open to 
all students involved in full-time studies at oSA
• The corry Gibson Memorial Study Scholarship (value $500) open to 
second and third year students

Full time students in the Fine Arts diploma program who have earned 60
credits at the start of the current fall session may apply for this scholarship.

• The lee Matasi Memorial Scholarship (value $1,000) open to all third 
year students
• The lillian raport Memorial Scholarship (value $1,803.40) based on 
merit and open to all diploma students
• The corrie Gibson Memorial Study Scholarship (value $500) to be 
used for post-graduate studio time

Full time students (Fine Arts diploma and portfolio certificate programs) can also apply for
the following scholarships that are open to all students at oSA.

• The Ted Marshall award (value $1,191) available to all oSA students
• The leonard Gerbrandt Printmaking Scholarship (value $500) available to 
any student currently enrolled in printmaking
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• The Justine Bromiley Memorial Scholarship (value $300) available to all 
oSA students
• The robert hyndman drawing and Painting Scholarship (value $150) avail-
able to all oSA students

note:  the aBove scholarships are awarded as tuition credits

the Fine Arts diploma Alumni exhibition has established a biannual event held at 
the orleans campus gallery. in 2013, we celebrated our third exhibition inclusive of 
all oSA Fine Arts diploma Alumni who have developed and maintained active studio 
practices.

For further information contact the diploma program coordinator: 
diploma@artottawa.ca

fine aRTS diPloma and PoRTfolio ceRTificaTe 
progrAms oF stUDy 
introductory studio requirements 
Fine Arts diploma and portfolio certificate students select from first year courses. 
these courses run in two parts; part i is offered in the fall term, part ii is offered in the 
winter term. 

All students take the introductory level studio courses (100 series). All students take 
the three mandatory courses and then add two studio disciplines of their choice.

the Fine Arts diploma program (90 credits) foundation year and the portfolio certifi-
cate program (30 credits) year overlap.

fiRST YeaR stUDies
mandatory first year courses:

100 visual foundations i   (3 credits)
this foundation course introduces the student to the basic aspects of two-dimen-
sional and three-dimensional visual structure. Spatial concepts, materials, and 
diverse approaches to visual order are investigated through assigned problems, 
lectures and critiques. Assignments are supplemented by gallery visits, films, etc. 
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101 visual foundations ii   (3 credits)
this course continues the study of two-dimensional and three-dimensional structure 
begun in visual Foundations i. prerequisite: visual Foundations i.

110 foundation drawing i   (3 credits)
this course emphasizes the fundamental skills necessary for representational drawing 
derived from observation. various media are used to explore perspective, representa-
tion of light and volume, contour, proportion, figure-ground relationship. 

111 foundation drawing ii   (3 credits)
this course continues the study of fundamental representational drawing skills with 
increased emphasis on the internal structure of a work of art. prerequisite: Foundation 
drawing i. 

130 intro studio painting i   (3 credits)
this course introduces the student to various technical and aesthetic issues of 
representational painting. diverse approaches to pictorial organization derived from 
observation are investigated through specific studio assignments in oil and water-
based media on various painting supports. Subject matter includes still life, interiors, 
landscape, and the human figure. Slide lectures, discussions, gallery and museum 
visits supplement studio problems. 

131 intro studio painting ii   (3 credits)
this course continues the study of technical and aesthetic issues of representational 
painting begun in painting i. prerequisite: painting i. 

a total of four studio disciplines are needed to complete 
the first year. students choose two from the following 
course offerings:

140 intro studio sculpture i   (3 credits)
in this course, students are introduced to the proper use of basic tools and techniques 
required for three-dimensional work. projects involve the use of table, band and jig-
saws and other available processes. course assignments develop greater awareness 
of potential dynamic sculptural relationships through consideration of form, volume, 
weight, and mass. Attention is given to the relationship between process and form, as 
well as to representational issues in sculpture. 

141 intro studio sculpture ii   (3 credits)
this course continues the development of sculptural ideas and techniques begun in 
Sculpture i and introduces the student to basic additive and subtractive processes in 
sculpture. Attention will be given to the relationship between process and image within 
a contemporary context. Formal assignments are complemented with lectures, demon-
strations, films, and visits to galleries. prerequisite: Sculpture i. 
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jAne lADAn, sCUlptUrAl neCklACe - 2012

jAne lADAn, sCUlptUrAl neCklACe - 2012
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150 studio printmaking relief   (3 credits)
this course introduces the student to basic relief printing techniques and materials 
appropriate to linocuts, woodcuts, and monoprints. consideration will be given to the 
development of personal and structurally expressive works in this graphic media.  the 
history of relief printing and its relevance in current contemporary practice is intro-
duced. Studio assignments will be complemented by demonstrations, gallery visits and 
critiques.

151 studio printmaking etching   (3 credits)
this course introduces the student to basic intaglio printing techniques and materials 
appropriate to dry point, monotypes, and etching. consideration will be given to the de-
velopment of personal and structurally expressive works in these media. the history of 
intaglio printing and its relevance in current contemporary practice is introduced. Stu-
dio assignments will be accompanied by demonstrations, gallery visits, and critiques.

160 intro studio photography i   (3 credits)
this course provides an in-depth study and practical exploration of photography as 
an image making process. basic camera and darkroom techniques will be presented 
with an emphasis on basic film developing, black & white printing techniques. Slide 
lectures, gallery visits, student presentations, technical discussions and advice supple-
ment studio work and assignments. 

161 intro studio photography ii   (3 credits)
this course is a continuation of the development of technical and aesthetic ideas associ-
ated with photography that were explored in photography i. prerequisite: photography i. 

170 intro studio ceramics i   (3 credits)
this course introduces students to the basic concepts of creating 3-dimensional ob-
jects in clay. emphasis will be placed on the basic properties of clay and hand-building 
techniques. Students will also explore techniques of wheel-throwing, basic glazing and 
kiln firing. course work will include references to contemporary and historical exam-
ples.

171 intro studio ceramics ii   (3 credits)
in this course, students will explore in greater depth the fundamental techniques and 
concepts developed in ceramics i. Attention will be given to the relationships between 
materials, process, form and function within a contemporary context. Formal assign-
ments will be complemented with lectures, demonstrations, and visits to galleries. 
prerequisite: ceramics i.

completion of the first year equals: 30 credits 



ARTOTTAWA.CA pAge 21

Second YeaR stUDies
mandatory second year courses:

200 intermediate drawing i   (3 credits)
primarily concerned with drawing clothed/nude models, issues of anatomy, propor-
tion, and expressive gesture are considered. various media are explored. prerequisite: 
Foundation drawing i & ii. 

201 intermediate drawing ii   (3 credits) 
this course assumes that the student has achieved an adequate level of representa-
tional skill. using a variety of media, students will explore drawing based on observa-
tion as well as abstract and non-representational approaches to drawing. greater 
emphasis is placed on improvisation, large-scale formats, and the investigation of 
unconventional materials. drawing as the visualization of an idea will also be consid-
ered. prerequisite: Foundation drawing i & ii and intermediate drawing i.

210 art history survey i   (3 credits)
this course traces the history of art from antiquity to the middle Ages, with a concern 
for visual analysis. 

211 art history survey ii   (3 credits)
As a continuation of Art history Survey i, this course considers the history of art from 
the renaissance to the 20th century with special attention given to visual analysis. 
prerequisite: Art history Survey i. 

220 contemporary art history   (3 credits)
this course considers the significant approaches to art since 1865 and includes dis-
cussions on the relevant theories associated with major artistic movements. prerequi-
site: Art history Survey i & ii.

221 canadian art history   (3 credits)
this course presents students with a comprehensive survey of the art of canada from 
the 17th century to the present. prerequisite: Art history Survey i & ii.

students choose two from the following intermediate studio 
course offerings:

215 colour theory i   (3 credits)
this course provides the student with an in-depth study and practical exploration 
of the effective use of colour in art, design and the environment along with various 
theories and approaches related to their creative use. Studio work and assignments 
involve colour mixing using both pigment and light. classes will be supplemented with 
a review of effective and distinctive use of colour by artists and designers. 
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216 colour theory ii   (3 credits)
this course provides the student with continued study and practice in the use of 
colour in art making.

230 intermediate painting i   (3 credits)
this course provides students with a more in-depth consideration of representational 
conventions of painting as well as an extended investigation into various modes of 
abstract and non-objective painting. Attention will be given to materials and techniques 
related to these approaches. Slide lectures, discussions, gallery and museum attend-
ance complement studio assignments. prerequisites: painting i & ii. 

231 intermediate painting ii   (3 credits)
this course continues the study of technical and aesthetic issues of representational 
painting begun in intermediate painting i. prerequisites: intermediate painting i.

240 intermediate sculpture i   (3 credits)
this course further explores the aesthetic and technical concerns of sculpture developed in 
Sculpture i and ii. greater attention will be given to the development of individual sculptural 
sensibilities as well as a more rigorous understanding of abstract and non-objective sculp-
tural form. course assignments are complemented with lectures, discussions, demonstra-
tions, visits to galleries, etc. prerequisite: Sculpture i & ii. 

241 intermediate sculpture ii   (3 credits)
this course continues the study of technical and aesthetic issues undertaken in intermediate 
Sculpture i. prerequisite: intermediate Sculpture i

250 intermediate printmaking i   (3 credits)
this course further explores and expands the aesthetic and technical concerns of printmak-
ing dealt with in printmaking i and ii. greater attention will be given to the development of 
individual sensibilities and to the relation between process and image in assignments. course 
projects are complimented with lectures, discussions, demonstrations, and visits to galleries. 
prerequisite: printmaking i & ii.

251 intermediate printmaking ii   (3 credits)
this course continues the exploration of technical and aesthetic concerns undertaken in 
intermediate printmaking i. prints may function as unique works, installations, or incorporate 
mixed media. Studio work will be accompanied by demonstrations, gallery visits, and critiques. 
prerequisite: intermediate printmaking i

260 intermediate photography i   (3 credits)
this course assumes that the student has acquired an adequate level of basic darkroom 
and camera skills and, as such, emphasizes photography as an image making process and 
medium of expression. Students work on thematic problems of their choice. Studio work and 
assignments are supplemented with slide lectures, student presentations, gallery visits and 
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technical discussions and advice. prerequisite: photography i & ii.
261 intermediate photography ii   (3 credits)
this course continues the study undertaken in intermediate photography i. this course is 
offered in the spring session. prerequisite: intermediate photography i.

270 intermediate ceramics   (3 credits)
this course continues the exploration of the aesthetic and technical concerns dealt with in 
ceramics i and ii. Students will be encouraged to develop more rigorous individual sensibili-
ties to the concepts of form and function. Formal assignments will be complemented with 
lectures, demonstrations, visits to galleries, etc. this course is offered in the spring session. 
prerequisite: ceramics i & ii.

completion of the second year equals 30 credits

THiRd YeaR stUDies
mandatory third year courses:

All third year level courses are normally reserved for students who have completed 60 
credits of the Fine Arts diploma program.

350 research methodologies in drawing   (3 credits)
this course is designed to help students develop methods of research in support of 
their art practice. the first half of the course will be devoted to reviewing drawing 
fundamentals. in the second half, through research, contextualization, independent skill 
development, studio visits, reference gathering, and self-critique, students will develop 
the tools necessary to develop and support a rich, and most importantly, independent, 
drawing practice. because process is emphasized in this course, finished work will not 
be expected, however, continuous and ongoing exploration will be required.

351 integrated processes   (3 credits)
this course provides students with more advanced study and builds on what was 
learned in intermediate studio practices through an integration of different art produc-
tion processes, including: drawing, painting, sculpture, silkscreen, photosilkscreen and 
non-silver process (cyanotype and vandyke brown). this course is designed as a 
laboratory for experimentation of techniques and of ideas.

360 media studies i   (3 credits)
this course focuses on new technologies and their creative use to produce challeng-
ing and creative works. Students will be introduced to the technical possibilities of 
various media, which may include working in video and audio within the framework 
of digital and electronic art. this course of study can develop an interdisciplinary ap-
proach towards studio practice.
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361 media studies ii   (3 credits)
this course is a continuation of studies undertaken in media i. prerequisite: comple-
tion of media Studies i.

370 advanced studio i   (3 credits)
Although this is a studio course, the focus moves away from a perceptual/technical 
position to include conceptual/critical development. it provides advanced students 
with the opportunity to develop a consistent body of work under the guidance of an 
instructor. Students are provided with studio space and are expected to pursue their 
work with a high degree of motivation, independence and capacity for critical analysis.

371 advanced studio ii   (3 credits)
this course provides advanced students with the opportunity to develop a consist-
ent body of work under the guidance of an instructor. Students pursue their work 
independently but meet with their instructor one afternoon a week for individual and 
group critiques. Students are expected to demonstrate a high level of self-motivation 
and capacity for critical analysis. participation in complementary activities such as 
the attendance of visiting artist lectures is required. prerequisite: completion of 
Advanced Studio i.

375 apprenticeship i   (3 credits)
Apprenticeships are a traditional method of training a new generation of skilled arts 
practitioners. this course provides practical experience working in a selected profes-
sional artist’s studio or cultural institution. Students are required to submit a written 
project outline after identifying the artist/institution willing to accept responsibility 
of working closely with an individual student. together with the project outline, the 
student must submit a written proposal to the chosen artist or institution. the student 
ensures that all necessary paperwork has been filled out and given to the diploma 
program coordinator for approval prior to registration. prerequisite: third year stand-
ing and prior approval of the diploma program coordinator. 

An alternate option for Apprenticeship i is becoming an intern for the School’s gal-
lery. Writing, publicity, artist relations and web design practice are some of the skills 
and experience involved with this position. Approval of the diploma program coordi-
nator and the gallery coordinator are required.

As part of the third year student’s apprenticeship, and as a way of experiencing the 
demands of being a professional artist, the student is required to exhibit the works 
produced in the apprenticeship. the time and site of the exhibition is decided in con-
sultation between the student and the mentor/instructor. however the lee matasi 
gallery (oSA’s student gallery) reserves two-week time slots for third year students. 
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376 apprenticeship ii   (3 credits)
the second apprenticeship may take two forms: it may provide the student with the 
opportunity to develop a new project with the same or with a different mentor/in-
structor; or it may offer an opportunity to continue the project undertaken in Apprentice-
ship i. 

380 art & criticism   (3 credits)
this advanced course undertakes a study of the artist in contemporary society. 
Students are introduced to the history and development of aesthetics, culture and 
theories of art practice principally from the second half of the twentieth century. issues 
of theory and practice, of art and politics and of feminist influences will be considered. 
lectures, readings, discussions and video and slide viewings will complement this 
course. 

381 the Business of art   (3 credits)
this course provides the student with an introduction and investigation into the busi-
ness of being an artist, including the methods and principles surrounding the prepara-
tion of grant requests, taxes, exhibition contracts, etc. the seminar involves lectures, 
discussions, readings, and practical assignments.

385 graduation review mentorship
this mandatory non-credit mentorship is a prerequisite for graduation. Students will be 
expected to demonstrate a
high level of conceptual and organizational skills and to work as part of a team. to 
help in the understanding of how an artist prepares for a professional gallery showing, 
students are provided with a budget and a timeline. While students make the important 
decisions, guidance in the planning and execution of all aspects of the exhibition and 
graduation ceremony is provided. this course is structured to balance valuable infor-
mation on the practicalities of showing work in a contemporary way with the experi-
ence of planning and bringing to fruition a professional exhibition. 

completion of the third year equals 30 credits

spring elective course choices

120 materials and processes (3 credits)
150 Studio printmaking – relief (3 credits)
375 Apprenticeship i (with 60 credits completed) (3 credits)
376 Apprenticeship ii (with 60 credits completed) (3 credits)
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inSTRUcToRS and
whAt they teACh 
cArlA whiteside
carla holds a commercial art and design diploma from Algonquin college, a b.A. in 
Fine Art from the university of ottawa, and an m.A. degree in Fine Art from laval 
university, Québec. She is also on the faculty of the visual Arts department at the 
university of ottawa and has taught at laval university and the université du Québec 
en outaouais in sculpture and drawing.
200 - intermediate drawing ii

Jim thomson, rca
Jim was born in 1953, ottawa, and has been creating in clay since 1972. in 2008 he 
was elected to the royal canadian Academy of the Arts. Jim has exhibited his work 
across canada, in the uk, china, Japan, the netherlands, italy, as well as in colum-
bus, chicago, philadelphia and new york.
www.jimthomson.ca
170/171 - introduction to studio ceramics i & ii;
270 – intermediate ceramics

blAir sharpe
After settling in ottawa in 1973, blair studied with richard gorman and James boyd. 
Working full time as an artist since 1974, his work is formally centered in the traditions 
of abstract painting with a profound affinity to nature and natural process pervading 
his work. blair’s work is represented in many public, corporate and private collections, 
including a permanent exhibition at the canadian embassy in norway as well as public 
commissions in ottawa. 
www.blairsharpe.com
230/231 - intermediate painting i & ii; 
381 - Business of art

erin maura roBertson
erin is a versatile, classically trained artist. She has worked as an artist and teacher 
in ottawa for several years. erin works in a variety of media including; oil, acrylic, 
watercolour, clay, plaster, papier-mâché, and wood. her mixed media sculptures can 
be found in museum displays and in private collections throughout the world. She 
has exhibited her paintings and sculptures in public and private shows in canada and 
tanzania. erin is a graduate of the ontario college of Art and guelph university.
110/111 - foundation drawing i & ii; 
370 - advanced studio i
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pAmelA laserre
After completing her fine arts studies at the university of the Arts, london (St martin’s 
cental, byam Shaw) pamela worked as an art critic (cape times), was an assistant 
gallery custodian and taught european Art history. She completed a didactic paint-
ing commission for the national gallery of canada in 2007. her work is carried by 
“rossovw modern” & “off the Wall contemporary” in South Africa and can be found in 
private collections in canada, South Africa, France and the uSA. 
110/111 - foundation drawing i & ii
420/421 – freehand drawing i & ii

yveS larocque, ph.d
yves is a world scholar in canadian Surrealism. he holds a bachelors’ degree in visual 
Arts and theory and history of Art from the university of ottawa, a master degree in 
history of Art from the université de montréal, a diplôme d’Études Approfondies and 
a doctorate in Art history and Archeology from the Sorbonne (université de paris 
1). yves is also a painter and consultant in the fields of visual arts and architecture. 
his paintings have appeared in several group exhibitions, most significally Arteder 82 
at the muestra d’Arto grafica of bilbao in Spain where he represented canada. his 
works are parts of private collections. www.painting-workshops.com/leader.htm
210/211 - art history survey i & ii; 
221 - canadian art history; 
220 - contemporary art history

mAggie knaus
maggie is a professional photographer and artist originally from Washington, dc. She 
holds a master of Fine Art degree in photography. She is the winner of numerous 
fellowships and awards. in her work she documents her extensive travels and uses 
many non-traditional photographic processes. She has been a photo teacher (at a 
private high school, and the Smithsonian institution), a commercial photographer (for 
the White house historical Association, and many stock agencies), and an artist (with 
shows in galleries across the uS).  
www.maggieknaus.com
160/161 – introduction to studio photography i & ii;
260/261 - intermediate photography i & ii

FArouk kaspaules
Farouk is a canadian artist who has been exhibiting since the mid-1990s, and has been 
engaged with artist-run-centres, organizing and curating exhibits on political and cultural 
themes. he shows his work regularly in the ottawa/gatineau region and he has shown 
internationally since 1993. in 2004, Farouk held an exhibition titled, crossing borders, at 
Suny potsdam, uSA, dealing metaphorically with issues of global violence. in 2007, he 
was invited to exhibit at the ottawa Art gallery in the exhibition titled be/longing.
351 - integrated processes
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Stephen hutchings
Stephen has been a professional artist for over thirty years. his art practice includes 
drawing and painting utilising all aspects of drawing and a wide assortment of 
techniques and media (including computers) in his work. he was graduated from the 
university of toronto and studied at the ontario college of Art. his work is held in over 
forty prominent museum, public and private collections. he shows his work regularly 
and is represented by five major canadian galleries, including galerie St-laurent + hill 
in ottawa.
www.stephenhutchings.com
201 – intermediate drawing
 
robert hinchley
robert is a graduate of the ontario college of Art. his paintings and prints have been 
shown in many exhibitions both nationally and internationally. painting trips in canada 
and especially the ottawa valley offer rob an endless source of inspiration. his unique 
approach to printmaking combines painterly and experimental methods to this time-
less graphic form. A selection of his prints was presented as gifts from canada to the 
world leaders that attended the Apec summit in vancouver.
100/101 - visual foundations i & ii;
150 - studio printmaking – relief;
151 – studio printmaking – etching;
250/251 - intermediate printmaking i & ii
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chAntAl gervais
chantal has an artistic practice in photography and video frequently presented as 
installation. She obtained a bFA in photography from the university of ottawa and an 
mA in Art and media practice from the university of Westminster in london, u.k. in 
2002 she was awarded the duke and duchess of york prize in photography. in 1999 
and 2004, she was nominated for the ontario Art council’s k.m. hunter Artists Award 
and in 2005 for the city of ottawa’s karsh Award. She is a part-time professor at the 
university of ottawa where she teaches courses in photography and intermedia.
360/361 - media studies i & ii

tAmi galili-ellis
tami was born in israel and immigrated to canada in 1986. She graduated from the 
university of ottawa with a bachelor of Fine Arts. Shortly thereafter, she joined the ot-
tawa of School of Art as an instructor in the children’s program. From 1995 to 1998, 
she returned to israel with her family where she designed and delivered a multimedia 
arts program to children in an alternative school. her main passion is painting in oils. 
Since graduation, she has exhibited mostly in group exhibits and various galleries both 
in israel and ottawa.
130/131 – introduction to studio painting i & ii

AndreW fay
Andrew was raised and educated in ottawa and received his training at the nova 
Scotia college of Art and design. his work continues to focus on figurative subject 
matter. the paintings centre on the human image, examining a gamut of physical and 
emotional drives. the narrative of his paintings is often intentionally ambiguous to 
create a surreal atmosphere which invites the viewer with minimal direction. his paint-
ings can be found in important civic and private collections in ottawa and his work is 
currently on view at the la petite mort gallery.
130/131 – introduction to studio painting i & ii

mAhShid farhoudi
mahshid attended a variety of educational institutions including york university and the 
ontario college of Art and design, between 1992 and 1997, culminating in a term at 
the 2001 charles h. cecil Studio in Florence, italy. She is an active artist with both solo 
and group exhibitions that have taken place internationally. mahshid is an iranian-born 
international visual artist, whose works have been supported by the canada counsel for 
the Arts. her collaborative work breAth has been published through palabras press in 
ontario. www.mahshidfarhoudi.com
110/111 - foundation drawing i & ii
120 - materials and processes (spring schedule)
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luciA de marinis
lucia graduated with a bFA in painting from the cleveland institute of Art in 1984. 
She also has a bA in italian literature from carleton university. lucia has been 
teaching at the ottawa School of Art since 1988 and in the department of media and 
design Studies at Algonquin college since 1994. She has exhibited her work in nu-
merous solo, group, and juried shows in canada and the uSA. her work is included in 
corporate, public, and private collections, including the city of ottawa, minto develop-
ments, Ait corporation, and clarica.
130/131 – introduction to studio painting i & ii;
215/216 - colour theory i & ii

dAWn dale
born in Alberta, dawn is a graduate of the Fine Arts bachelor program at the uni-
versity of ottawa. She has been teaching sculpture at the ottawa School of Art since 
1990. the primary focus in her art practice is ecological art, realized in large scale 
outdoor, site-specific works, ephemeral organic installations in gallery spaces. She 
has exhibited across canada, the united States, mexico and, bolivia. A solo exhibition, 
magan, brought her perspective of primary labour and global food production into the 
rarified world of art and the civil service.
www.dawndale.com 
www.aregeebee.net/dawndale/
140/141 - intro studio sculpture i & ii;
240/241 - intermediate sculpture i & ii;
371 - advanced studio ii

dAvid clendining
born in canada, david has pursued and developed his art throughout europe, canada 
and the uS for over 25 years. While studying bronze casting and commercial art at 
the ontario college of Art, he also audited animation classes at Sheridan college. he 
worked in the field of animation at dick Williams disney Studio in london, england, 
nelvana Studios in toronto, and in the television and film industry in canada, the uS 
and england. his art can be found in many public and private collections.
140/141 - intro studio sculpture i & ii

gAil Bourgeois
gail holds a master of Fine Art degree from concordia university. her exhibition record
spans twenty-five years in solo and group exhibitions across canada and in england. 
She has received numerous awards and grants and has been invited to juries and 
residencies. her work is held in public and private collections in canada and the united 
States. gail coordinates the diploma and portfolio programs for the ottawa School of 
Art.
www.gailbourgeois.ca | drawingthelinecollective.blogspot.ca | 
www.vimeo.com/gailbourgeois
380 - art & criticism;
385 - graduation review mentorship
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GeneRal inFormAtion
the ottawa school of art reserves the right to modify the 
course schedule and course fees

slide liBraries
the oSA is developing a borrowing system for its library collection. details will be  
announced this year.

Students who are registered at the ottawa School of Art and who hold a valid mem-
bership card are permitted access to the following libraries and may borrow slides for 
educational purposes:

national gallery of canada
2nd Floor library
contact:  michael Williams, 990-0596

carleton university
room 460, St. patrick’s building
contact:  520-2600, ext. 2347

ottawa university
main Floor, morissette library
contact:  562-5800, ext 3720
Fee: $20

smoking regulations
Smoking is not permitted anywhere in the School by order of city of ottawa bylaw 
144-79.

supplies
A variety of supplies can be purchased through the ottawa School of Art store located 
on the ground floor. Store hours vary, but purchases can be made through the front 
desk staff. course supply lists from each instructor are available at the front desk.

storage
lockers are available and can be rented through the front office staff. All unregistered 
lockers will have contents removed after a one-week posted notice. due to the extreme 
shortage of available storage space all student work must be removed from the School 
at the end of each term. Work remaining in the studios or other areas of the School after 
the end of the term will be disposed of. 
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turpentine Ban
the ottawa School of Art strictly prohibits the storage or use of turpentine on the 
premises. 

loss or theft of property
the ottawa School of Art cannot be responsible for any loss or theft of  
student property.

FinAl WoRdS
Since the ottawa School of Art is a not-for-profit organization, the credit programs 
partake of the charitable values that position the School in its community. Access 
to education is a long-standing value and oSA maintains a pricing policy lower than 
its competitors. however, there is still something to pay and students in the credit 
programs do not have access to bursaries. over the past three years the number and 
type of scholarships supporting diploma students has doubled. the School would like 
to see this trend continue and actively seeks philanthropic support and sponsorship to 
ensure that the credit programs can continue and expand over time. 

if you would like to contribute, please contact claudia gutierrez, resource coordinator, 
at 613.241.7471, ext: 31, or write to development@artottawa.ca.





I’ve had a really great year - I learned a lot, and it was very 
good for me to experience so many new and different 

approaches to art.
Nayla SMiTh

2011-12 fiNe arTS diPlOMa 

GOiNG iNTO SecONd year
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